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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Parents, Guardians, Families,

S ince my arrival at Lowell, communication
has been a number one priority within the

Lowell community. Enhancing profession-
al development and our State and National
ranking among the best high schools have also
been a focus. This year our students took 3,100
Advanced Placement exams which, 1n all like-
lihood, will advance our national ranking
(currently fourth).

Thanks to the tireless efforts of PTSA VP
Mona Marachli and student coordinator Tiffany
Nguyen, the April 5" Spring Beautification
Day was a huge success. Parents, students, and
community members focused on landscaping
the courtyard and the front of the school. They
worked hard preparing and planting native
plants in front of the school and transferring
plants from around the campus to the courtyard
area. They also painted numerous campus areas
and cleaned both mnside school and the outside
surrounding neighborhood. Students, parents,
staff and guests have commented on the
mmprovement of the areas where we worked all
day. Make a date to participate next falll

More news: In April, a fence and gate were
installed on Fucalyptus by the music wing and
on Lake Merced between the tennis courts and
T bungalows as a deterrent to trespassers. (You
can drop off your student at the Lake Merced
parking lot by using the driveway on Winston
next to Enterprise Rent A Car. Drive all the
way up to the basketball courts to drop off. )

Recently, in reviewing our instructional
minutes report, I found that we have not
accurately reported our minutes to the SFUSD
and State. We over reported by counting the
freshman resource class, a non-credentialed
study hall. After much discussion and review of
various plans, a commuttee of teachers and
administrators resolved this dilemma by
increasing the amount of BC code for the
freshman class. I have shared the choices with
our PTSA, our Principal’s Council (leaders from
our student council), our Administrative Coun-
cil (department heads) and administrative team.
Freshman English, Mathematics, Social Studies,
first-year World Languages and PE clectives will
meet for 40 and 65 minutes on alternate days to
increase mstructional minutes. I hope that you
understand the importance for this change as it
is necessary to be in compliance with the State.

In student news, our athletic program, visual
and performing arts, JROTC, Lowell News-
paper, and student clubs and organizations
continue to bring home accolades and recog-
nition. The spring musical ‘T.es Miserables” was
a great success. This 1s due to the students’
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dedication and the staff’s endless work on this
huge production. In winter sports, our Varsity
Girls Basketball, Girls Tennis, Cross Country,
Boys and Girls Swimming all won city champ-
1onships. Just recently, our Varsity Baseball,
Softball, Badminton and Boys Volleyball teams
all won honors as City Champs. Our Varsity
Baseball and Girls Soccer both won Transbay
Competition against the Oakland Section
champions. We at Lowell are truly proud of all
of our students who participate in extra-
curricular activities.

Thank you for your generous donations that
assisted in saving teachers and staff for the
2008-09 school year! There is no doubt that
your gifts have inspired other parents, guardians
and friends of Lowell High to contribute more
than ever. As you know, we are facing severe
cuts 1n the state’s education budget affecting all
public schools. Please take the time to write
letters to our governor and senators protesting
these cuts. Their contact information is listed
on our website.

As we prepare for the end of the school year
and plan for the fall, I would like you to know
how much I appreciate the warm welcome,
support and most of all, the friendships I have
developed with the Lowell Community. It is an
honor to be your principal.

Congratulations to the Lowell High School
Class of 2008! I look forward to seeing the rest

of our students in the Fall, and wish you all a
safe and restful summer.

Mahalo,

Andrew W. Lshibashi
Proud Lowell High School Principal

PTSA PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear 1 owell Families,

f you ever worked alongside me at
I Clarendon Elementary or AP Graninni,

you would know that you can count on
me. After serving as Vice President last year, I
started this year nervously as PI'SA President,
not knowing what to expect -- since my mentor
and predecessor practically lived at Lowell and
did an extraordinary job! I couldn’t possibly
offer that same level of service.

Early 1n the year, I recognized that I wouldn’t
accomplish much if T allowed myself to fret
about being over committed and under qualified,
or obsessing over my lifelong fear of public
speaking! So, I put a smile on my face, harnessed
nerves of steel and went full tilt ahead as PTSA
leader-in-training;

First and foremost, I’d like to acknowledge and
thank the 2007-08 PTSA Executive Board
members for their faith in me to lead the PTSA
through another successful year. Their
collaborative energy and dedication helped me
stay focused. These wonderful people are:

15t Vice President — Victor Martinez
27 Vice President — Mona Marachli
Treasurer — Stephanie Kurkjian
Financial Secretary — Betsey Mar Ho
Recording Secretary — Denise DuBay
Auditor — Amporn Leininger
Parliamentarian — Kuasst Mensah
Historian — Bob Lee
Student Representative — Sanyee YuanJ

Teacher Representative — Steve Schmidt

I —

continues on page 3
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Last summer we were informed that we would
welcome a new Principal, Andy Ishibashi from
Washington High School. I met with Mr.
Ishibasht just before the school year started to
“see 1f we could work together” and to assure
him that the PTSA would gladly support and
assist with his transition. In my monthly review
or planning conferences with Principal Ishi-
bashi, he has proved to be an outstanding
administrator, popular with staff and students,
and an all-around “great guy.” He’s been a
wonderful asset to the school. We are lucky to
have him, and I wish him many years of success
at Lowell.

With her ever-present “can do” attitude,
Debbie Gee Wong, Director of the Lowell
Fund, expertly led a campaign to “Rally ‘Round
Lowell” 1n response to the Governor’s proposed
cuts to education funding for schools. Lowell
came close to cutting 12 staff and teacher
positions, which would have severely diminished
the quality of education for our students. I am
happy to report that next year’s programs will
continue to be offered with little compromise.
Much gratitude 1s due to Mr. Ishibashi’s keen
analytical skills and experience with budgeting,
the community’s response with donations to the
Lowell Fund, and the generous assistance of the
Lowell Alumni Association.

In the tradition of hard work and high stan-
dards, Lowell is being heralded again as the Best
High School in San Francisco (ranked #54)
in Newsweeks 2008 list of “Top 100 High
Schools” 1n the nation.

Our community was also recognized for public
service. President Bush made a stop recently in
San Francisco to present senior student Richard
Berwick the President’s Volunteer Service
Award.

Our beloved 151-year-old school 1s holding up
well and looking better than ever. Students,
parents and staff came together on Beautifi-
cation Day by the hundreds to lend a hand to
paint, landscape, make repairs, and apply TLC
to the walls and hallways of the school
corridors.

It 1s now time for me to remove the Lowell
Cardinal apron that I have donned for the past
year. Ileave the school with much pride that I
helped make a difference 1n ensuring that the
community continues to thrive.

I 'am honored to turn the leadership over to the
capable hands of Debbie Gee Wong, next
year’s PTSA President. Best wishes to Debbie
and her outstanding cabinet of new officers.

Wanda Chang
PTSA President
Parent of Lowell Student (08)

GO CARDINALS!

’§/Q§/9§/Q§/’§/
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LOWELL COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO THE BUDGET CUT IS A SUCCESS!

n February of this year, the Governor

announced the likelthood of a 10%

budget cut to all public schools because

of the State budget crisis. For Lowell
High School, 10% represents $1.35 million of
possible budget reductions.

In true Cardmal spirit, the school community
has effectively rallied around the school budget
cuts. The success of the campaign has been in
response to a budget crisis solicitation which
involved over 4,100 letters of various pleas
mailed out within a 60-day period and a Town
Hall meeting 1n March with a subsequent mini-
Town Hall meeting in April.

The result 1s that we have raised $333,000 to
date from our fundraising activities. 600
families have contributed, or 23% of our
school community. The participation is far less
than the 100% that we need. However, those
who did contribute did so generously. We also
recetved support from parents of alums who
continue to support the level of academic excel-
lence that their children benefited from.

Lowell’s ever-supportive and generous Alumni
Association provided the school with a check
for $250,000 to help with the real challenges it
faced: climination of a seventh class option,
reduction of teachers/counselors/Dean/sup-
port staff, elimination of some electives, reduc-
tion of library and computer lab courses,
elimination of supplies, and increased class size.
Lisa Clay, Lowell Alumni President and Terry
Abad, Development Chair of the Alumni
presented the check to Lowell Principal Andrew
Ishibashi and PTSA President Wanda Chang at
the March 18™ Town Hall meeting, and recetved
a well deserved standing ovation!

The SFUSD also released an additional
$391,000 of unrestricted and special education
funds.

Cumulatively, we have been able to rally
$974,000 in monies toward our much needed
school resources and programs. The joint ef-
forts of the Lowell fundraising community,
Lowell Alumni Association and SFUSD have
enabled us to preserve all of the staff, programs,
support and supplies that we were truly at risk
to lose. It was a great pleasure for our Principal,
Mr. Ishibashi, to be able to rescind layoff no-
tices that were handed out in March.

The bottom line is that THIS COULD NOT
HAVE BEEN DONE WITHOUT YOUR
HELP. To cach and every one who wrote a
check, made an online donation and submitted
an employer match, THANK YOU for pre-
serving our school’s program and staffing]

If you are among the 77% who have not yet
contributed, we still need you. There is no
magic budget solution for the State. We will be
faced with ongoing budget challenges. We need
your participation — everyone’s participation —
to ensure that Lowell does not again find itself
in a similar dire situation. The burden does not
fall solely upon the 23% who gave carly. It 1s
not too late for you to make a check out to the
Lowell Fund or go online to www.lowellptsa.org to
let your child, the students, the teachers and the
Lowell community know that you care and are
willing to make an investment in the future of
our school and student body! Our work to
support our school is not done.

In the Cardinal Spirit,

Debbie Gee Wong
Director of the Iowell Fund
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A TEACHER'S PERSPECTIVE
O f my ten years teaching at Lowell High

School, this has been one of my favorites,

in large part due to the fabulous support
offered to Lowell by this year's PI'SA. Some of
the parents that I've been fortunate enough to
work with have been around the PITSA for years.
It's been terrific continuing my role as the faculty
representative and getting to volunteer with the
likes of Stephanie Kurkjian and Amporn
Leininger, both of whom had children in my
classes 5 years ago or so. We've all benefited
from their institutional memories and work
ethics. Thank God for Lila Lee once again
coordinating this issue of The Lowellight. You all
are awesome! I'd also like to thank PTSA
President Wanda Chang for her wonderful
leadership through this year. It's been fun and 1
am proud of what we've been able to
accomplish.

It's also been great seeing new parents rise to the
occaston of leading our PTSA. Thanks to Mona
Marachli for organizing two outstanding Lowell
Beautification Days, Debbie Gee Wong for
raising so much money for The Lowell Fund,
and the rest of the Executive Board for your
friendship, support, and inspiration.

Most impresstve to me about this year with
PTSA 1s that for the first time in my PI'SA

experience, we've had a contested election.
There have been many spirited emails batted
back and forth and a few tense moments at our
meetings, which to me indicate how many
parents want to get involved and how seriously
they are trying to make Lowell even better than
it already 1s. This is the best news of the year -
finally there are seemingly too many parents
willing to fill all of the leadership positions
available on the PTSA Executive Board.

As someone who volunteers a lot of time and
has tried to serve Lowell to the best of my
abilities, I realize that leadership roles do not
equate to any "real power", but more accurately
mean little more than "a lot of work." Thank
you so much to so many of you for agreeing to
accept this work, and congratulations to the
Lowell community for what will assuredly be an
amazingly successful academic year 1n 2008-09.

As a small-town boy who grew up on a cattle
ranch, I love working with the PI'SA because it
makes me feel more connected to the Lowell
community and not so overwhelmed by living
and teaching in "the big city." Thanks for
allowing me the opportunity to serve and
represent Lowell faculty in this most excellent of
organizations. Have a great summer!

Steve Schmidt
Lowel] PTS A Faculty Representative

We Need Youwr Input!

The 2008-09 PTSA Board would like to know what topics you are interested in hearing and
learning about at the PISA meetings. Topics can include counseling or school services,
college admussions, college planning, clubs, etc. Please e-mail me with your ideas for topics
for next year’s PTSA meetings. Your opinion counts! E-mail deeewong@sbeglobal.net
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A STUDENT'S PERSPECTIVE

t the first PI'SA meeting of the year, held

in conjunction with the freshman parent

ortentation night, I stood onstage at the
podium to introduce myself as the year’s PTSA
Student Representative and promised the
incoming parents that I would share the secret
to succeeding at Lowell. Drawing on my own
experiences from my three years here, I revealed
that the secret was networking,

This past year, as Student Body Council Com-
munity Liaison, I am extremely grateful to have
had the opportunity to expand my networks by
serving as the student voice on a number of
influential decision-making committees. I have
helped with the creation of the budget on the
School Site Council, speaking up for the impor-
tance of counselors to the student body. I have
mteracted with student representatives from the
district on the Student Advisory Council, dis-
cussing how to promote civic engagement
through the YouthVote program. I have worked
with the student leaders on the Lowell Student
Association to raise over $4,000 for orphans in
China during Social Awareness Week. And this
year, it has been my honor and pleasure to serve
as the Student Representative to the PTSA.

When friends ask me about the meetings that I
attend for my different organizations, I always

President - Debbie Gee Wong

1st Vice President - Scott Lee

2nd Vice President - Marny Leslie
Recording Secretary - Caroline Scott

: Thank you to Carol Kocivar and Terry Norbury, former alum parents, for their guidance and
: invaluable assistance with the unprecedented Open Election. Special thanks to our three efficient
:election tellers: Victor Martinez, Daniel Soo Hoo and Dennis Weaver.

PTSA ELECTION NEWS

Congratulations to new Executive Board Members 2008-09:

bring up the PTSA, describing the unique
atmosphere of our meetings. It has been incred-
ible interacting with parents who care so much
about staying involved with their students’ lives,
contributing to the Lowell community, and
volunteering their time to improve the school
environment. Instead of being intimidated, as I
admit I thought I would feel speaking to a room
full of parents, I have felt very comfortable at
cach meeting.

Labeling myself “the Student Guru” with my
monthly reports, I have enjoyed presenting
updates and connecting the parents with news
on class fundraisers, school dances, and student
life. I have also seen firsthand the great level of
dedication of the parents through their mnvolve-
ment in Lowell Beautification Day and organiza-
tion of the Budget Crisis Town Hall Meeting, 1
would like to thank the members of the PTSA
who have welcomed me, worked with me, and
encouraged my student role on the Executive
Board this past year.

I hope for the future, in approving the creation
of the PTSA Student Affairs Council last May,
that there will be increased student participation
on the PTSA and more students can engage in
an experience as enriching and memorable as my

term on the PI'SA has been. Thank you.

Sanyee Ynan
Lowel] PTS A Student Representative

Treasurer - Mona Marachli
Financial Secretary - Lisa Pollard
Auditor - Jamie Lewin

Historian - Tiffany Lau
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PTSA Newsletter

Lowell High School

June 2008

THANK YOU TO LOWELL FUND DONORS

(checks postmarked 10/25/07 - 05/31/08; online donation transaction dates 10/28/2007 - 05/31/08)
The 2007-2008 Lowell Fund campaign is a true testament to what we can achieve as a community!
We ratsed over $333,000 in response to the State budget crists. The overwhelming response of the
call to action will result 1n saving the seventh class option, faculty and staff positions, electives and
library and computer lab hours. We are grateful to the following supporters of Lowell High School,
the #54 Best High School in the nation (May 2008, Newsweek magazine). If your name is on the
list, give yourself a big pat on the back for helping to save our school program!

Debbie Gee Wong,

Director of the Lowell Fund

Cardinal Circle ($3.000 &> Up)
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Thornburg
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Alton & Nancy Tom
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Schreiber

Joe Wong & Mary
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Sau-Sum Fok
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Thomas & Nancy Chew

Gina Chiang

Karen J. Chin

Romeo Chiong

Henry & Carol K. Chiu

Ho Choi

Harvey Chong

Ava Chou

Patsy Creedy

Eduardo & Judity
da Silva

Joseph M. Der

Denise Dubay




PTSA Newsletter

Lowell High School

June 2008

Samuel Feng & Cindy
Lee

Carlos & Vilma Flores

Bayard P. Fong

Cheok C. Fong

Mayjane Y. & Glenn D.
Fong

Susanna & K. C. Dennis
Fong

Joanne Frediani

Aleksandr Frid & Marina
Koshevatskaya

Michael Froelich

Sarah & Clifford Gadye

Al M. & Avelina Galang

Tamara Galanter

Termencita Gallego

Peter Ganthavorn &
Cherdchan
Suwannachuen

Edward Garson

Nancy E. Glass

Gerard & Sarah
Gleason

Lori Go

Mary Ann Goldstein &
David Berry

Alice Graham

Geri L. Green

Rebecca L. Harmon

Ping & Lily He

Anna-Lisa & Essan
Helmy

Richard Hirsh & Cathy
Nato

Maggie W. Hoi

Andrew Hom

Bih-hsya Hsieh &
Stephen J. Roddy

Diana Lam Hsu

T. M. Hsueh & V. P. Wong

Jin Hua Huang

Rong Huang

Sarah Huang & Paul
Chen

Prudence Hull

Estrella & Feliciano lbay

Yan Jiang & Bico Lu

Bonnie Jones

Dr. Stephen D. & Mrs.
Mary L. Karr

Susan M. Keeney

Fritz & Jennifer Keith

Uwe Klein & Sandy
Chen

Rolf P. Knitter

Man Sik Kong

Yuk Kwan

Eileen Kwong &
Deguang Yang

Tom & Gloria Lan

Doris Lau

Jackson Lau

Wilson F. Lau

Vang Kim Le & Hoai
Quang Tran

Dan Lee & Mei Yu

Dixon M. Lee & Judy Lim

Karen A. Lee

Nelson Lee

Judy & Manfield Leong

Myra Levy & Charlie
Varon

Kim Lew & Sumako
Morimoto

Alan (Xiang Wen) Li &
Bei Ning Kuang

Cui Chang Li

Mei Li

MilLing & Samuel Li

Norberto Li

Peng Li & Xue Ling Ji

Belle Ling & Mark Rosen

Dave Liu & Shirley Li

Lu Liang Liu & Li Yi Luo

Meng Liu

Shao Yan Liu

Lisa J. & Michael Lo

Rebecca Loh &
Alfred Y. Lam

Hiram & Jenny Luo

Li Qing & Guo Wei Luo

Chate Luu

Teresita Maalihan

Mrs. Linda Mankin

Marilyn Masuoka

Robert Masuoka

Uday Mathur

Ann & David Melamed

Jie Ying Ming

Chandler Moore

April & Takeshi
Nakayoshi

Lana M. Nazzaro &
Michael S. Levy

Patrick Ng

Tatyana Ostapenko

Zan Ou

Guo Zhen Pan

Vincenza Petrilli &
William Shields

Calvin & Quyen Pon

Richard & Lucy Pon

Lenard Pond

Judy Poon

Reynaldo & Evangeline
Ramos

Judy A. Roos

James & Hiromi
Rustigan

Noemi Santoyo

Wendy Scheffer &
Howard Levitt

Choi Mei Seto

Eric Shackelford

Alice Shaw

Elise & David Simon

Mary L. Swanson &
Robert J. Muller

Ekaterina Tabakh

Qiao Ping Tan

Victoria & Dennis Tan

Faustine Thai

Leslie Tick

Chuck Ping Tom &
Winnie Tom

Weiguang Tong & Mei Li

Alfredo Torres

Ernest Torres

Phung Ngoc Tran

Winnie Trang

Shirley & Mason Trinh

Calvin & Shirley Tsang

Lisa & Gene Tsang

John Tsieh

Selina Tso

Melissa Welch Barker

Allen & Nancy Wong

Anna L. Wong & Joe
Kent

Arthur Wong

Betty J. Wong

Lai Hing Wong

May L. Wong

Mickey Wong

Peter P. & Jennifer
Wong

Susan M. Wong

Wing Hon Wong

Ying Lin Xu

Wan Qing Ye & Yuk
Nam Kwan

Helen & Daniel Yee

Rita Yee

Hela & Andrew Yon

Andrew M. Yu

Neng Qian Yu

Ivy Yung & George Tom

Dora J. Zavala

Wan Hong Zhou & Jing
Huo Zhen

Helga Zimmerer

Ana Zuniga-Argueta

(Up 10 $100)
Jesse & Ann Agbayani

Liliya Alekseyeva &
Mikhail Alekseyev

Nadezhda Arzumanova

Marie Auyeung

Owen Baker-Flynn

Maria L. Bustamante

Gloria F. Carvajal

Jill Chase

Run Qiang & Cui Ling
Xu Chen

Janet Cheung

Terri Chin

Julie Chinn

Shu Hong & Danny D.
Chiu

Carolyn Y. Chow

Benjamin Chu

Glenda Del Rosario
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David Fein

Sayfong S. Fong

Regina Franca

Joan Francis

Elizabeth V. Garcia

Dina Goldman

Angela & Maurice
Gracias

Yi ChiHou & Gum
Chee Yee

Linh Huang

Loretta Jew

Mr. & Mrs. Filip Kesler

Shan Khin

Kevin Kozminski

Henry B. Kwong
Alice Law

Herbert Lee

Jane Lehman
Peter Leung

Susan Leung

Pel Pei Li

Choy Y. Lim

Kathe Maguire
Jack R. Margid
Robert Masuoka
Thelma Mazariegos
Irene Y. Naramura
Annie & Richard King
Tuong Phan

Thu Phuong
Benjamin Quon
Hong Bing Ruan
Ramon Sandino
Marci Seville

Michael Yui Keung Sin
John & Kathleen Sindell

Philip W. Tam
Ivane Tat

Loc Thai

Julie Thompson

Cindy & Howard Tong

Bonny Truong
Diane D. Truong
King Hay Tsang

Galina Tuchfeld
Julia Vexler

Richard F. Weeks
Anne Werth
Michelle S. Wong-Ng
Gene Yee

Patty Yeung

Ran N. Yim

Wei Yu & Qi Wen Fan
Wen Yen Yuan

Stacy Zhang

Pei Zhou

THANK YOU TO MATCHING FUND DONORS

! Stephanie Gowin

:Aeina Foundation, Inc.
1 Melissa Welch Barker

:Amgen Foundation
, LiYang

| Bank of America Foundation
: Joseph M. Der

: Charles Schwab Foundation

1 Adrian Swingler
1
1 Chevron Foundation

i Norma J. Chew
i Mary Anne Ruyle

| Golden Gate Pharmacy
1 (OJN, Inc)
. Yow Liu

1 . .
1 Kaiser Permanente Community

\ Matching Gift Program
1 Karen J. Chin

: Levi Strauss Foundation Social

| Benefits Program

! Philip W. Tam

:McKesson Foundation Inc.
1 Keith Mallonee

| PG&E Corporation Foundation

| Robert Aranda, Jr.

Kathleen Brown
Jane Gorai
Alice Graham
Kevin Kozminski
Wilson F. Lau
Steven Leder
Marilyn Masuoka
Robert Masuoka
Uday Mathur
Andrew M. Yu

Sun Microsystems Foundation
Jo Ebergen
Susan D. Ryan

The Moody's Foundation
Matching Gifts Program
Tatyana Ostapenko

Wells Fargo Foundation
Educational Matching Fund
Program
Anonymous
Warren H. Branzburg
Nabila Bseiso
Chia Hoo C.Chang
Judy Chin
Carolyn Y. Chow
James DiMatteo
David Fein

Sayfong S. Fong
Mary E. Gassert
Rebecca L. Harmon
Maggie W. Hoi
Marvin Hong
Andrea Jee

Lily King

Henry B. Kwong
Alice Law

Irene Y. Naramura
Marilyn C. Oshiro
Susan A. Silva

Trang M. Tang

Loc Thai

Anh N. Tran

Galina Tuchfeld
Julia Vexler

Richard F. Weeks
May L. Wong
Michelle S. Wong-Ng
Ana Zuniga-Argueta

Zephyr Real Estate
Caroline Scoft
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PTSA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President

Wanda Chang
changs4@yahoo.com

First Vice President
Victor Martinez
moandvic@yahoo.com
Second Vice President
Mona Marachli
monamarachli@yahoo.com
Financial Secretary
Betsey Mar Ho
lhs76-betsey@sbcglobal.net
Auditor

Amporn Leininger
lowellptsaauditor@gmail.com
Treasurer

Stephanie Kurkjian
lowell.treasurer@gmail.com
Recording Secretary
Denise DuBay
denfrancisco@earthlink.net
Historian

Bob Lee
unclebob108@comcast.net
Parliamentarian

Kuassi Mensah
kuassi.mensah@gmail.com
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Suzette Magsanay
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Deborah Greenwood
dsgl171@mindspring.com




